Dialectic of Liberation 2 A Si’ﬁ'!(”

¢

1 think we've seen this year a magnification of all our own
anxieties and paranoia and terror under attack of conflicting
image ideas on our bodies, and the use of language patterns
and their associational affects almost to scare us out of our
bodies - white or black, finally. Given this kind of aware-
ness or consciousness, or this insight into our own emotions,
habit patterns, and our conditioning -- the conditioning
which everyone has complained of: Carmichael in his own way,
complaining of the white definitions of identity imposed on
he blackman as a form of conditioning the consciousness of
the blacks; the whites suffering their own forms of conditicning,
equally horrible. So that we find ourselves all in the same

boat, in that sense.

This year I've been impressed T R
Gregory Bateson, talking about the scientifical apocalyptic
aspect of the anxiety syndrome that we're suffering from. He
said: given the nresent rate of infusion of carbon dioxide

into the atmosphere, the mammalian-human aspect of the planet
had a half-life of 10-30 years because in that time the cafbo n
dioxide layer over the atmosphere (which apparently is opaque)
adnits heat but doesn't let it bounce out; so given the present
build-up of this gas over the surface, a temperature rise of

5 degrees is possible. Irreversibly after 30 years - the 10 to
30 years therefore the half life - the polar ice caps melt ‘and
the continents become inundated with 400 feet of water: this
being only one of the many threats to the human—mammal.. S0 if
there's 400 feet of water over the continents, that'll leave
more room for the porpoises who have nervous systems,zx brains,
and a language that is as complex as ours, 3So ultimately the
universe doesn't need our exeorable yowling for the continuance

of its own life.

From: Emmett Grogan Papers, 1965-1968, Henry and Albert A. Berg Collection of English and
American Literature, The New York Public Library. Copy at: The Digger Archives
(www.diggers.org)
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S0, U.K., but there's nc purpose or reason for us to get off

the earth, if we can make a go of it., And as long as anybody's
willing to make a go of it - and this is "To be or Not to be?"
which is as deep a question ascever, you know, do you want

"To be" or not? I don't know, sometimes I don't want to; I

don't give a shit, I'm going to die anyway. ¥xx Which everybo dy
feels occasionally, from Shakespeare on down to the lowest chimney
sweep in Blake.

50,assuming that we're willing to suffer more and continue our

existence on the planet, weet—wwrid—Tomtitions—ishi—nalce—it
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ON MBw to more pragmatic things, aside from the metaphysical void -
getting out of the void, back into the illusion. One aspect
ofthe illusion, then one of the sensory possibilities, one thing
we can see, is a basic mood which mos{ people have stumbled on
at one point or another: the aesthetic experience, the religious
experience, the peak experience, the mystical experience, the art
experience, identity experience, unitive experience- an experience
of Cne, of all of us being one - not only ourselves with varying
color of skin and mysterious ego-origin or whatever we are, also

one with flowers, also the very teees and plants.
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5o we have a unitive experience, and my conception of, or
my feeling toward this fact that we are all ome is that there

are just many eyes staring out. There are no hierarchies, there

are no categories, there are only many eyes staring out.Which

is like a very mystericus situation, constantly to be facing
these many eyes, xExkthatxiitsxaxwxersimmxsfand it leads me to
imagine that this is where paranoia comes from originally. So
paranoia is probably good because it's the recognition that &~
PART OF
everybody is%a giantconspiracy; and possibly the paranoid has
recognized it, but thinks that he's the only one that has rec-
ognized it, and-dimdoesn't take siznals from others that they
alsc have recognized it. So that once it's.recognized mutually,
it begets absolute delight, as recognition builds up for me -
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Sebieiggens . waepdwe not the heroes, iwessswe that same glimpse
that everyone has - and a glimpse which can be the centre of
consciousness and also the centre out of which political activity
begins.

Now political activity linking up with social-construction
activity. There's the old tribal statement from China that Pound
constantly quotes from, (I guess, Confucious): "To straighten
iolememmmnby: out the nation, straighten the provinces; to straighten

the province, straighten the city; to straighten the city,

straighten households; straighten your household, straighten your

family, straighten yourself.," G&u-tiiaster—thyseléy—tirer—vthers—shadi

If there are a large group of younger people aﬁd édder people
working in clder traditions, who have come to some basic zround of
consciousness where they do all feel one, where they have glimpsed that,
then we may have péssibly the beginning of a friendly communism, or

communion, or community, or friendly extension of self outward:
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if they have glimpsed that and if they are willing to trust that.
But that trust has to be such a calm thing, and such an assured
thing. But the weird thiang is that, tearfully so, almost, many
younger kids have that trust., It's the one thing that they have
arrived at I think, which makes a possible, beautiful moment, then,
for history - or maybe, you know, the last moment, of recognition,
hefore the giant comedy ends with an explosion,

So have we, or have they, that much care for ourself and for
each other that we're willing to accept each other then, to work
without fear, without paranoia, and enjoy ourselves finally? Begin
to play again, get out of the system, not answer the machine back,
not escal:te the machine, but actually join tolether and set a
completely other pattern going, wipe out the :;g - simply wipe it
out? DBecause it's conditioning, and conditioning can be deconditioned.
How, is a miracle. It happens naturally sometimes, somebody wakes
up on top of Fern Hill, or hears Blake, or however you first got
laid, or whatever the catalyst is: it opens up the realisation.
Cr, it is now as so often, the precipitating chemical - pot, grass

or Lod. el
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ahd-viable~ -yeu—knew—viable—ecomomy for T Tmamts—sxsiem, thot.didn t
roguipe—any-private-rediel ofdts—own So I would say that the
privacy thing - private?- that we don't know enough goss‘p, which is

L U

the actual history.From the mere public image you cannot generally
figure anything out. J. Edgar Hoover wondering about little girls
walking home from schools and being attacked by the stranger outside
the schoolhouse? Ile used to put big pictures of that; signed by

J. Hdgar Hoover; showing little girls walgggg‘past trees in Kmerica;
telling them they should not go out on the street during the day
time, alone--creating this anxiety all over - preparing the children
for Vietnam, actually; by that kind of traumatic attack on their
trust, that phantasy - that's EiE phantasy. Then what's his sex
life, who was not married? Ie masturgates? No; probably not.

Makes it with men? VWho knows - his second in command maybe? Maybe
he likes girls but he can't make it? He's not married, and it's
against the rules; in the FBI; for men who like to make it with women,
to make it with women; 1 think one FBI man got bounced for that
recently, for making it with a woman he wasn't married to. And
Hoover ain't married, that means he'd have to be chaste, probably,
and if he's chaste - you knowjfgot to think about that. What does

he think about when he's naked, standing in front of a mirror?

That's something the citizen doesn't generally get to imagine. Prob-
ably in phantasy also citizens do imagine that, but that isn't public,
that imagination - So then finally we come to tactics of psycho-pol-
itical action. 7The private must be made public.t The public hal-
Jucination - which all alcong was a hallucination - history as it was
known, the front symbolisms, the speeches that I make of Stokely
Carmichael of J. Edgar Hoover makes or Mao Tse Tung makes, those

speeches which are made to manipulate people's consciousnesses, ob-

viously don't represent the full spectrum of our awaeeness and

"*HHp-i.!-ﬂiI!n=ﬂIll-I-lIIl-i!ii.-!lI!FiIhi-i-h--l!-HUhd'e"
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consciousnesses, ¢ETITERER—tOM-t-TCDT ettt eetrmm—ci
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the very form

# ‘ VF  FRONT AS -
of WM conference, since it puts®up ®mese priest-hero-politician

brains in front of vou as Gods - e Eoieimseimmmdtayiimo And

Vs evA,
that immediately freezes ﬁ!om and W®meWr consciousness, and mem
ovA SELVES

identity-role. And so !I-g find vhemwssldpes sitting talklng, and of
course like in order to maintain that identity-role ﬂily‘ve got to

stay right here, frozen in thés relationship instegd of whatever

W&
other phantasy ﬂ. might have, like an orgy, or whatever else Wmg

SO THAT (3 |
waeshe®# cverybody wme forced into their different roles: spectators,

the conference participants, and the preachers. And that automatically

altered reality, altered any interpretation of reality, or conditioned
BN

(C1iN

any interpretation of reatity, or outer apparancy. Ulell that's
obvious, everybody's Known it and complained of it, all this problem
of loudspeakers and the conference and the format it should take,
Ian Sommerville, a friend of Burroughs and an electronics expert,
said that he tried to think of the model, an electronicg model, for

N
a totally democratic conference and oddly enough it would up re-
sembling the UN - in the sense of the desks, and everybody earphone

connected, everybody being able bto speak and be translated, and
everybody talking at once. So we have an overpopulation problem
obviously, that we've got to deal with.
@ I'm going to get on now 10 e
w praxis- practical plans.,
Socip ﬁﬁﬁ\cnfﬂ-"w &L:been -h’”@ SRR g’ S Wi

S Mcismci — = — in the sense of
PRewER THE NER ACTIVISTSY

A—
correct in its owdmmem“and literal as to some of i‘i‘technlcuij;//__jq

STyie
and the origimal &‘ seemed to rise up out of the streets - along
THe

with sesssess: phrase: "Make San Francisco an electric Tibet".

& 5 Tﬁm&‘mq on A STREETCORNMER WA Cing For Me one ¥ pou

'he methods used, then, have been somewhat similar - as you
could gmess at from Burroughs' Paradigm: don't escalate the hostility,
don't escalate the anger, control your mind, watch what you're doing,

be aware - totally. It isn't love that's being sought here, it's
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not Love that's being offered = (et asiaminsotdgmm et -
Sfite—Gipaeneased i, ) - 11's awareness of what vour own

feelings are, and the movements of your own mind, including the

movements towards hysteria, ancluding the movements toward the ac--gg
ceptance of words that don't have any reference--acceptance be- ‘é
cause of affective reverbrations cf the tone of voice (how they're s
pronounced) - and also acceptance because of the fear of ppposing g\
what seems to be inevitable, what you're tcld is inevitable, §

£

elther by Black rFower nuiiE==dme or by liao or by Johnson

" B )
or by Burroughs or by anybody - or yourself or your .ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&; JL

mean you've got to make up your own mind: jost because everybody

else is screaming the same thing, it doesn't mean that you have

to join in or be lost in the universe. You're still there, in
your belly - unless you get out there in a phantasy, out of your
body, and you cling to that phantasy as being the only answer - as
the man attacking you, the policeman ar the capitalist who's at-

tacking you is attacking a phantasy of you, his phantasy, his image.

Beaause if you're there neutral, not intending him any particular
harm a&tually but trying to straighten him out and get him out of
nis bag, and he projects on you a monster phantasy, say, like where
you're going to like rape his mind or destroy his entire universe

in some way that'll leave him without a universe, or without feeling

good in the place where he is - in other words, if he feels threatened,

i

and if you threaten him by God he's going to feel threatened and
he's going to take the appropriate action that any madman in a nut-
hiouse will take when he feels threatened. He'll strike back at you.
50 if you get into fights with peonle in the madhouse, you're prob-
ably there as a patient, I would guess - or a deoctor. You're in

a madhouse, the world is a madhouse and everybody's nuts, so what
do you do in a madhouse when somebody says that you're a spy?

You internalise it and assume that it's s0? or you reject his
charge and hit him? You realise that he's making a movie of you,
be's projecting an image on you, and if you accept his image you
get trapped in his game anc¢ pretty soon Bam! The two of you are up
in this paranoid universe battling it out - for the language!

Wino's going to control the language? You know, who's going to con-
trol the microphone? As if anybody who controls the microphone con-
trols the language: all they can do is control the sounds that

come over tue microphone, and they can condition you - but once
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you're deconditioned then you know that you're just hearing sounds,
and that those sounds are just sounds., And are they pretty sounds?
Do tueyd make you feel good? Do they lead to any constructive action?
Ur are they sounds that give off bad vibrations? And are they going
to lead you to feel bad? And make other people feel bad? And escalate
the booby trap till "the whole fucking shit bouse goes up in chunks."
That$s one view. There might be the other view th:t violence
is absolutely necessary as a means of therapy; a different form of
therapy than the one I've been provosing. That may be so, I'm not
a psychiatrist. That seems to be the psychiatric interpretation,
TESeeyiiive—wewt=, Uy, Cooper said "Don't give Che Guevera LSD,
he might stop fighting". So I said, "Well how do you know he won't
fight more efficiently?" Of course 112t was my con man's answver
actually. If one were to continue fighting after LSD it would prob-
ably mean that the situation would require that. I auppose. All
things being equal, (I'm not falking about, which is the safe place
where we can be here together, not the unsafe place where some of
us have to pBe destroyed s that the others can be here. DBut if
we're going to have one place, if we're going to be here on this
place then we have to malte place for peonle in bodies, for everybodx/
that's got a body. Otherwise you're going to have these bodies
scared of being destroyed: as has been projected by the white race,
you know, the threat of destruction "bghe Yellow life form ewmsc
caliveras WM. or (e black life form. 3So they're reacting
obviously to the hypnotic threat of the whites, and the reaction is

completely mirror image of the white presentation. Mirror image,

except that actually like there's old tribal wisdom still pperating,
with the blacks in America, that hasn't been presented either/or

accounted for.
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W) But what's necessary is active imagination, active Elack
; Bf(;@{g AvTeMomy
Fower, Didwew—Mwer - active manifestatiocn of the understanding,

manifestation, active thing, not sitting around on your ass: actibe
poetry, active use of language, the First Boddhisatva's vows

"sentient beings are numberless, I vow to enlighten them all." Be-
cause the whole universe can't make it, nor will happiness be complete
until wé all enter heaven, Otherwise there's always going to be the
hells to be aware of that we have created for others to be in. So
does somebody want to go to heaven and leave the others out in Hell,
too? Big Deall! Big deal! Jesus., Big deal. Well I guess maybe

that might lead to...like, you know, the porpoises. They'll go to
heaven and leave us out.

Un the other h.and,. ¥y, the overactive search for heaven and all
that energy gone into it is also a ;&gk—up. It gets in the way of
awareness of what's actually going on in the actual - sort of like
calm in the middle of all the violenee and murder that's actually
taking place, that undertone of calm which is always there. As for
Prince Bolkonsky under Napoleon's boot, on the battleground as he

lay there dying, in War and Feace, looking up past Generals' horses'

asses at heaven, indifferent to the whole fucking Franco-Russian war.
Looking into the sky. Amazing, like if you went out on the streets
with a switchblade and started the Revolution, but then got shot
down and you had twenty minutes to realise where vou were, and you
were dying...! And the whole struggle faded ocut into like a totally
other vision...

50 from that level of eonsciousness that's where manifest action

can take place., &d—ilye—heen—takine—scolong to come-fe-this-place,

o e +#, Then finally we come to the fact that

it's possible for gangs of young people together to live communally,

form their own organisations and be?in to address themselves to the

anxiety-ridden ocuter world.




Where would you begin? Well, in the San Francisco it began to some

extent with, say, the media people; which meant a tacit conspiracy
of everybody to take them all to bed, to turn them all on, to turn
them into friends. I mean, what's the point of having enemies when
you can have friends. To de-control them, de-bypnotise them, de-
condition them - sexual de-conditioning, music de-conditiong,im
dance-hall-image-media-happening deconditioning, LSD deconditioning,
orgy!deconditioning, When you have & lot of people working together
with the same insight, that insight reinforces Wack and forth and
is reflected back and forth and grows deeper. Whereas one lone

T Am The hibpt
nut saying "I am the Lamb,'®can be clapped in jail, but one cat coming

up among 5,00C people dressed in caps and bells saying "I am The Lamb?

" amriekon’and they all jump: “TeeeREESENN™ -nc there are a lot of neople

W Am rHe Liow
shouting "I am The Lamb" N- and acting on it because they're not
, g o & The kion . .
afraid to be the Lambxbecause they know that everybody knows it already.
S0 you can begin operating in the external world on that basis, that

You are not alone. Because the insight is real. Because that is the

reality of the entire universe, that's the ground of nature, that's
what Being itself is, and if you ain't in Being where are you? CO(ut

in your head in a pkantasy of not being in Being but, you knew, having
lost out and having to fight your way back into the material universe
to gain possession of it. So, you already are the material universe.
You want a better redation with it., That means better relations

then with "the sScusres”; omseslsemeneang c20s then the bringing
over of all consciousness, ahl human consciousness into just one

place where all conscicusness can be one and be, feel, gsafe there,
being one with the other ones, Where it won't be shut out and be

the one lone consciousness while everybody over there in the other
dimensions is having a big ball together.

It means then inter-personal Boddhisatva conhct, infiltrating
outward on every occasion continously, through all strahge forms of
being, all strangers, all other persons; treating a person as person
and not as role, not as uniform, not as cpp, not as capitalist, not
as communist, not as Maoist, not as Allen Ginsberg, not as "self"

e _ sl ¢ GRILL
- recognition of that @he which extends outward form the A ntEE—e
UNILERSIT . AmeRk g
to the “ across the street, outward to everybody in Y
obviously. So then cne would have to start making it - or !EE.get

to start making it - or you pot te start making it - on that one
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level wicsre you do address others to their eyes, directly, without
fear, and with the realisation that they are there, ¥Well now a lot
of people are going to bust up and hit you on the nose - though I
think it depends on the amount of anxiety you progect whether or not
they have a negative reaction. You know, I think that's the big
key. - The amount of anxiety, fear, trembling, nervousness that 1
put out, I know determines people's reactions to me, whether it's
trust, friendliness despite appearance.- kikef—be—tobacconisi on.
the—eermer-ulere 1 cot g real-—piee—axihaife—witir—rim—wirrehr-wart—iust=

"] M 1P " 5

=) . . [ D o5 ?
treusi—-00n ! {_LioW—ihab—ire—peatly—thougiby——idib—iig—niie—alro—cirimed-
i . TOr T O tire—it—wos— T Tiorseser—St—atloast siie didpXt
i

50 then, what if all the people who had that insight were able
to begin combining forces, totally neutralising all negative affect,
totally letting it dpop into the void, hence transforming all that
energy into conversion of consciousness to friendly nature - youdd

AVTONE mous

then have¥communities rising as they do in San Francisco which in-

volve kids living together and inviting other people in to join them

for an evening or longer -
Swofminubeos—then)> — it means the amassing off people together as in
giant human De-ins: not so much to demonstirate their force to

othiers but to demonsirate their trancuillity and quietness and pres-
ence to others, and to themselves; to reinforce the awareness, to
exchange Upaya‘, skillful means, trade secrets of communication-

forming proposals - propositiony not opposition - proposals for a

new society based on new consciousness, and then putting them into
operation on a small scale, mutually, into operation as an example,
rather than waiting for pie in the sky, rather than waiting for pie

in the future, rather than wai‘ing for Utopia to come through revolution
Fractising on the basis of what's known already, so we have the de-
velopment of free stores in San Francisco, free food in the parks,

the Diggers’extensions of energy the anonymity of most of the Digger

FReEE ciry NEws seRvices
people, the Gbmmunicatlonl Gompanles or the eselswsmess hich m@meograph

5 @ o PG ! } )
& rwwr—> the daily news for the 1’?“ so they get it fast;ETC.
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where there's going to be a rally, dmmxtkexymmmxkinznxoxbis
where there's going to be music, where there's going to be free feod,
where you can get sleep, where you can get jobs, where you cam go

HeAD

out into the country free so you straighten your weemk out or freak
out among true friends - mée so you can de-control yourself of the
city conditioning, calm yourself for a while and return to tribal-
mammal origins in the original egology for which we are fit, which
is not the noisy, metallic city, as Leary has pointed out very

radically and wisely: (Put all the metal underground, back where

it belongs.¥)—-If there's going to be bridges and buildings an

o ¥

machinery, then don't let that displace the living, organic material
wihiich is our natural friendly fmxmm life form. 5o obviously the
surface of the planet has got to be replanted back to some sort of
living delight, instead of dead vii;uruf-r{:ions."(S;E'?TT0 faBftee e Afs T
R’&p AUTEN DM obS FRec Ty Phrannses,
S0 there is ssewmeaer icea of what Utopia is, ecologically, as
' something to work for, and concretL7§ossihle toward that sense.
Gocdman's suggestion) yenineseegeemeeowes:, 2001y ng immediate social
welfare ideals and principles - pay people to live in the country--
Like people on New York welfare. Give them the same inoney, and say:
"You don't have to live in New York, you can live out of New York".
That'll depopulate New York, remove the pressure on New York,
straighten many heads out, calm everybody down to some extent. Have
a healthier life - the "underprivileged", they'll get in the groove
of being way out in the country and walking with clouds and stars,

nd talking with trees. And also save all the giant bureaucracy

costs of the city,-

B.rr THe only TH:R;‘ THAT will Allow nett o Fuvs To
CREWTE His on Mer amw uTopia 1S fRAXIS — And THE pealiiy

OF our Re€secng e Teo Frer €acHof vs 10 ﬁuk fuef oum

/MDNI knubwtt A'c'i"w‘rtt.r M
r
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PRI oF oue Free ¢ itier o F THa Now,



